
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners voted dur-
ing the Monday, December 14, 
2020 regular meeting to approve 
brokers Time Value Investments, 
Wells Fargo and Vining Sparks 
for investment of up to $3 mil-
lion in U.S. Treasury funds.
 “We’ve got three diff erent bro-
kerage fi rms that have submitted 
information,” Cooke County 

Judge Jason Brinkley said. “What 
we’re looking at is the possibil-
ity of investing a portion of our 
unencumbered reserves in Trea-
sury bonds for some set period 
of time… our policy allows up to 
two years….”
 Brinkley said the interest rate 
for the T fund bonds would be 
“miniscule” but would provide 
some security and stability for 
county investments. He also not-
ed county offi  cials sent out for in-
formation on the investment and 

three brokers responded. Th ey 
off ered similar interest rates.
 “You’re talking a yield of .09 
[percent] on a one year, so you’re 
not talking any great amount,” 
he said.
 “How to put this in plain Eng-
lish?” Leon Klement said. “In 
this great time of uncertainty as 
we enter into the next phase of 
the United States and the current 
economic conditions with the 
COVID and the pandemic, the 
thought was to try to diversify 

out of all the lending institutions 
and take, not a large amount, but 
a certain amount of our funds, 
excess fund balance and invest it 
in T bills where it would be safe 
for the long term but do it in a 
fashion that they can be turned 
around in a six-month period or 
a year.”
 He said it’s imperative to pro-
tect the county’s money and plac-
ing it into funds that are “a little 
bit more guaranteed is a good 
idea in uncertain times.

(Continued on Page 4)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Appraisal District met Decem-
ber 9, 2020 for its fi rst meeting 
since August 2020. Th e board 
approved minutes of the August 
12, 2020 meeting which was the 
last time the board met.  
 Next the board approved the 
payment of bills.
 “You’ve got several months 
of bills [in the board packet],” 
Smithson said. He noted some 
of the bills include vehicle, com-
puter, building and copier main-
tenance.
 “We spent $27,000 on redoing 

the roof,” Smithson said. He also 
said the district hired a cleaning 
service to do a “top to bottom” 
cleaning of its facility in Novem-
ber.
 Financial statements indicate 
the district is under budget in 
appraisals.
 Board approved a bank de-
pository bid from Muenster State 
Bank. Th e district also received a 
bid from Simmons Bank.
 Th e board took no action on 
the 25.25b corrections to the 
roll and agreed to adhere to the 
Cooke County 2021 holiday 
schedule.
 “We use the same times and 
dates as what the county does,” 

Smithson said.
 He also said his recommenda-
tion is to make no changes re-
garding the district’s investments 
which include certifi cates of de-
posit with Muenster State Bank. 
“Looking at the return that we 
get on it, the only option is that 
we invest it somewhere else or if 
we had to use it for something 
else. Currently, right now, as 
what we have in those CDs and 
maturity dates on it, we’ve just 
been renewing them and my rec-
ommendation is we just make no 
change at this time.”
 Next the board considered 
2020 reserves.
 “As of looking at the fi nancial 

statements as to where we’re at 
for the 2020 year, we’re under 
budget, we may be pretty close 
but whatever for this year if we 
haven’t spent it, we want to keep 
it, we have to go back to the 
entities and request to keep it,” 
Smithson said. “If we don’t, then 
we give them a credit in the 2021 
budget. My recommendation is 
that we will not keep any of it. 
We’ll give it back to the taxing 
entities.”
 Th e board approved the re-
appointments of Scott Schum-
acher, Lanny Lewter and Robert 
Knauf to the Agriculture Advi-
sory Committee for 2021-2022.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Commissioners Approve Investment 

Brokers; Talk COVID-19 Numbers
King
Around
Town

by Grice King

Th e pandemic and quar-
antines have changed the 
landscape of our lives in so 
many ways this year but 
who would have thought 
that right now my biggest 
issue is that I am running 
out of shows to binge! Stay-
ing at home more sure leads 
our family to watching more 
and more shows. We do a 
lot of streaming and have 
pretty well watched all of 
the popular shows, movies 
and about every true crime 
series out there. Seems like 
we work from laptops and 
binge new series all weekend. 
Our kids have even resorted 
to watching all those youtu-
bers/streamers all day long. I 
feel like we are running out 
of things to keep us occupied 
in our houses. Maybe time 
to dust off  a good book and 
start a fi re!
 Anyway, hopefully with 
vaccines starting for us this 
week, things will start going 
back to normal. Whatever 
that new normal might be. 
Stay safe out there everyone 
and try to stay warm as win-
ter seems to have shown up 
just in time for the holidays.

 Here is some more of 
what’s happening around 
town this week.

++++++++

 In case you have missed 
some of them, don’t for-
get the last Th ursday After 
Dark is set for this Th ursday 
around the square in Gaines-
ville. Come check out all 
the good sales just in time 
for last minute Christmas 
shopping and socialize with 
people around town! See you 
there.

++++++++

 Concord Church of Christ, 
8376 Highway 82 in Gaines-
ville is hosting its 2020 
drive-through food giveaway 
from 8 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, December 19. Fifty bags 
of food will be given away 
fi rst come, fi rst served. Menu 
items include mashed pota-
toes, stuffi  ng mix, gravy mix, 
vegetables, dinner rolls, cran-
berry sauce and cookie mix.

CCAD Approves Bank Depository 

Bid; Evaluates Chief Appraiser

Chapman Steps Down at Boys & 

Girls Clubs of Cooke County
GAINESVILLE - Th e Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Cooke County 
Chief Executive Offi  cer, Josh 
Chapman, announced his deci-
sion to step down after almost 
2 years with the Club, eff ective 
January 8, 2021. Josh will return 
to his previous organization, the 
YMCA of the Blue Water Area, 
in Port Huron, Michigan, where 
he will serve as the President/
CEO.
 Chapman was hired in March 
2019 and started at the club 
after relocation in May 2019. 
During his time at the club, 
Josh successfully guided the 
club through the challenge that 
has been 2020.  “Josh has been 
an outstanding, dedicated and 

community-focused executive 
leader of the club. His leadership 
eff orts helped transform the lives 
of kids who need our club the 
most,” said Club Board Chair-
man and Chief Volunteer Offi  -
cer, Sandy Schmitz. “I am happy 
for Josh that he can take this next 
step, looking back at a success-
ful career here in Cooke County, 
making a diff erence in the lives of 
young people.” 
 Under Chapmans’ leadership, 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cooke 
County implemented many new 
eff orts to help positively impact 
the members, including PBIS, a 
proactive approach to improving 
safety and promoting positive 
behavior, which focuses on pre-

vention rather than punishment. 
He also implemented CATCH 
curriculum, which is proven 
to prevent childhood obesity 
by creating behavior change by 
enabling children to identify 
healthy foods, and by increas-
ing the amount of moderate to 
vigorous physical activity chil-
dren engage in each day. In ad-
dition, during this time the Club 
launched “Wind down Wednes-
day” to engage the community 
in fostering a love of reading for 
children via digital engagement.  
Josh continued to create partner-
ships with area schools and other 
organizations to better serve our 
community.
 “Josh made a tremendous im-

pact on the club during his time 
here and we will do everything in 
our power to fi nd a new leader 
who is the best fi t for our club, 
our kids, and our community,” 
Schmitz said.
 Chapman will relocate January 
8th of next year. Th e local Board 
of Directors will partner with the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
to conduct an extensive search 
for the new CEO.  
 “I am proud and thankful to 
have served this Club and this 
community” Chapman said. 
“I’ve been honored to build rela-
tionships with so many talented 
and committed volunteers, staff , 
donors and community partners, 

(Continued on Page 2)

Winter Wonderland – Fuhrman 
Hall at Muenster’s Heritage Park 
was the site of a Christmas event 
Saturday, December 12. The 
venue included an ice staking 
rink, food vendors, dance perfor-
mances and holiday competitions.                  
(The Weekly News Photos)  
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A GIFT CARD FROM 
SARAH’S IS…. 

Seasons Eatings 

 

The perfect holiday gift for the people 
you really like!   
(No, Really)! 

Call ahead and we’ll have it ready for you!
940.612.(GRUB)4782

Redeemable at Sarah’s on the Square
or the Shady Lady

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Local 
deaths due to the corona-
virus are at 26 as of Friday, 
December 11 according 
to information from the 
Cooke County Pandemic 
Information page. Th e 
page indicates there are 
342 active cases with 1,850 
total cases reported since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
began.
 Th e county continues 
off ering free testing at the 
Cooke County Fair Associ-
ation Barn at 1901 Justice 
Center Boulevard.
 Registration will be com-
pleted on site for the cura-

tive SARS-COV-2 assay 
oral swab test. Pre-regis-
tration is allowed 24 hours 
prior to desired testing date 
only at https://curative.
com/sites/10033.
 Drive up testing is avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
beginning Monday, De-
cember 14 and is planned 
for Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays through De-
cember 30. Testing dates 
are Dec. 14-16, Dec. 21-
23 and Dec. 28-30.
 Results will be returned 
via text message or email 
within approximately two 
to fi ve days of testing.
 Information from coun-
ty offi  cials also indicates 
the number of coronavirus 

cases includes a number of 
individuals from conva-
lescent facilities who have 
tested positive for the vi-
rus.
 County case numbers 
by gender indicate 163 are 
male, and 179 positive cas-
es are female patients.
 According to the Tex-
as Department of State 
Health Services, 1,328,213 
COVID cases have been 
reported overall. Harris 
County has the highest 
positive coronavirus rates 
in the state with a total of 
205,928. Dallas County 
has 141,972 and Tar-
rant County has reported 
104,222 cases as of Mon-
day, December 13.

 Denton County has 
25,183 cases according to 
data from the Texas De-
partment of State Health 
Services online dashboard. 
Grayson County has 5,203 
cases. Wise County report-
ed 2,533 cases. Montague 
County has 907 COVID 
cases. Love County, Okla-
homa has reported 727 
cases according to the 
Oklahoma Health Depart-
ment dashboard.
 According to Cooke 
County offi  cials, individu-
als with COVID-19 may 
exhibit a number of symp-
toms. Symptoms may ap-
pear two to 14 days after 
exposure to the virus.
 Indications of possible 
coronavirus infection in-
clude fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or dif-
fi culty breathing, muscle 
or body aches, headaches, 
new loss of taste or smell, 
sore throat, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea or 
vomiting and diarrhea.

Current Totals for Cooke County 

COVID-19 Deaths Set at 26

Chapman Steps Down 

at Boys & Girls Clubs
(Continued from Page 1)

who have guided and en-
couraged me and all of 
our Club leaders. Here in 
Cooke County, they’ve 
strengthened the very 
foundation of this commu-
nity by bringing incredible 
programs and services to so 
many kids.” “Th e Club is 
stronger than ever, and has 

an incredibly bright future, 
the sky is the limit!”
 Th e Boys & Girls Club 
of Cooke County will 
continue the after-school 
program and is currently 
preparing for the basket-
ball season. Although the 
current programs are lim-
ited due to COVID, the 
basketball program enroll-
ment is thriving with over 

250 kids signed up to play.  
Games will begin in Janu-
ary and will follow COV-
ID protocol to ensure the 
safety of club members, 
parents, and coaches. 

“We look forward to re-
turning to a full after school 
and summer program,” 
Schmitz said. “Th e Club 
isn’t going anywhere!”

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Ford F-150 4x42016 Ford F-150 4x4

2014 Dodge Ram
Laramie Crew Cab

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!



Evelyn LaRue Beal

Services
 Evelyn LaRue Beal of 
Gainesville, Tx., went to 
meet Jesus on December 8, 
2020. She is now at peace in 
Heaven.
 Visitation will be held at 
1:00 PM Saturday, Decem-
ber 12, 2020 at the Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home with a funeral service 
following at 2:00 PM with
Daniel Jones offi  ciating.  
History
 She was born on Sep-
tember 8,1938 in Quanah, 
Texas to Hardie Elisah Wil-
liams and Delma Lee Dailey 
Williams.
 She loved her children 
more than anything. She 
raised her 3 children all on 
her own with the help of her 
Lord and Savior who gave 
her strength and faith.
 On June 22, 1985, she 
married Miller D. Beal.  To-
gether they shared 35 years 
of marriage. Th roughout 
their journey, they endured 
many things. Th eir love and 
dedication to each other was 
very special.
 LaRue was a Faithful 
Christian, and was a member 
of Central Baptist Church 
in Gainesville. LaRue loved 
teaching children in Sunday 
School about Jesus for many 
years in her young Adult 
life.  LaRue loved reading 

her Bible each night.
 LaRue loved her family, 
and always wanted a hug 
and a kiss.  She loved being 
Grandma Rue.  She loved 
singing, playing games, and 
especially loved thrift shop-
ping with her children and 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
many good times with the 
family at the Th ousand 
Trails Resort at Lake Texo-
ma.
 She was a hard work-
ing dedicated employee  
for Weber Air Craft for 32 
years.  After her retirement 
she went on many trips with 
her husband Miller. Th ey 
enjoyed many long drives 
while listening to music.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
husband Miller, her daugh-
ter Lana Wiese and husband 
Jack; daughter  Connie Re-
idy and husband Kevin; 
step-daughters  Denise 
Cason and husband Rick, 
Dana Jones and husband 
Jerry; Dianah Stephens and 
husband Johnny. Special 
nephew David Fine and 
wife Vickie grandchildren 
Jacqueline Jones, Tony Wi-
ese, Madisen Fleitman, Na-
than Germany, and Andrew 
Reidy. step-grandchildren 
Shauna Posey Daniel Jones, 
Mark Jones, Rick Cason 
Jr., Krista White, Matthew 
Stephens, Faith Stephens, 
Leah Stephens, and Caleb 
Stephens; 5 great-grand-
children and 15 step great-
grandchildren; and many 
nieces and nephews and 
great nieces and nephews.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, son -Rick 
Th omas, step-children - 
Darla Beal Baldwin and 
Dean Beal, sisters - Myrtle 
Baily, Vivian Cummings, 
and Rebecca Kitrell; and 
brothers John Williams, and 
James Williams.

 Th e pallbearers will be her 
grandsons.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers you can 
choose a charity of your 
choice, Hospice or Central 
Baptist Church.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Cory Chad Ralston

Services
 Cory Ralston, 51, of 
Gainesville, passed away on 
December 8, 2020 at Pres-
byterian Hospital in Denton 
after a year long fi ght against 
cancer. A memorial visita-
tion will be held 3:00 PM 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 
at the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
History 
 Cory was born on March 
18, 1969 in Gainesville 
to Johnny and Marianne 
(Chambers) Ralston.  He 
graduated from Gainesville 
High School and the Uni-
versity of North Texas with a 
B.S. degree in Medical Tech-
nology.  He was employed at 
Wise County Regional Hos-
pital until his illness forced 
his retirement.  He loved 
landscaping, wood working, 
and brush hogging with his 
tractor.  He also enjoyed his 
trips to New York City and 
New Jersey to choose equip-
ment for the hospital lab.
Survivors 
 He is survived by his 
parents; sister and broth-
er-in-law Nicole and Na-
than Dempsey; nephews 
Harrison, Jeff rey & Reed 
Dempsey; uncle Pat Ralston 
of Phoenix, AZ; and several 
cousins. 
 Cory was preceded in 
death by his brother Jeff  
Ralston; grandparents Leslie 
and Burnie Chambers, and 
Maude and Earl Ralston.
 Services are pending with 
the Geo. J. Carroll and Son 
Funeral Home.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Noah’s Ark in 
Gainesville, or a charity of 

your choice.  
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jimmy Don May

Services
 Jimmy Don May, 75, 
of Gainesville passed away 
on December 7, 2020 in 
Gainesville. 
 No services are scheduled 
at this time.
History
 Jimmy was born on Sep-
tember 6, 1945 in Collins-
ville to Ralph May and Jer-
lene (Green) May. 
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife 
Ann May of Woodbine; son 
Bobby May and his wife 
Sherry of Tioga; son Cam-
eron Wilson of Woodbine; 
step-son Brian Wilson of 
Gainesville; step-son Jerry 
Wilson and his wife Cherie 
of Wheatland, WY; grand-
children Colton Wilson, 
Harley Wilson, Brock Ga-
vette, Danny Wilson, and 
Drew Wilson; and numer-
ous great-grandchildren.
 He was [preceded in death 
by his parents; brother Ken-
neth May; and grandson 
Kristopher May.
 You may sign the online 
registry www.geojcarroll.
com.

Nancy Ann Spencer

Services
 Nancy Ann Spencer of 
Lake Kiowa passed peace-
fully from this life and en-
tered her eternal home on 
December 9th, 2020.  
History
 Nancy was born on July 
17th, 1933 in Wichita Falls, 
TX to Marvin and Virginia 
Edgmon and graduated 
from Wichita Falls High 
School.  Shortly thereafter 
she met the love of her life, 
Joe Spencer and they mar-
ried on August 20th, 1951 
in Wichita Falls. Th ey raised 
two sons while Joe’s career 
with Whites moved the fam-
ily from Irving to Houston, 
Atlanta and Richardson.  Af-
ter retirement, Joe and Nan-
cy settled in Lake Kiowa Tx 
and were soon embraced by 
an abundance of neighbors 
and friends in the commu-
nity and their Church, First 
Baptist, Gainesville.  After 
Joe’s passing, Nancy contin-
ued to enjoy her bridge club, 
the Kiowa Womens’ Club 
and lunch with friends.
 Known lovingly as Fancy 
Nancy, she fi lled many roles 
and commanded a mighty 
presence with her signature 
style, vivacious personality 
and love of family.   She had 

the gift of gab, never met a 
stranger and will be remem-
bered for her storytelling 
and laughter as well as her 
generosity, but perhaps the 
most defi ning role of her 
life was that of Nannie!  She 
adored her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren 
with a love and creativity 
that gifted each of them with 
memories they will cherish 
forever.  However, the most 
important gift she is leaving 
her family is the legacy of 
her faith which carried her 
through every season of life.  
She intentionally rose early 
and began every day read-
ing her Bible and spending 
time in prayer.  Th at began 
a conversation that lasted 
throughout her day as she 
spoke to and depended on 
her precious savior, Jesus 
Christ and we rejoice know-
ing that her faith has now 
been made complete!
 Having been preceded in 
death by her beloved hus-
band Joe, Nancy is now 
enjoying the blessing of a 
reunion in heaven with him 
and all of her loved ones who 
have welcomed her home. 
 Th e family would like to 
thank the staff  at Wesley 
House Assisted Living for 
blessing Nancy with their 
loving care.

Juan “Pancho”
Francisco Valadez

Services
 Funeral services for Juan 
“Pancho” Francisco Valadez, 
57, of Gainesville, are set 
for 10:00 AM Saturday, De-
cember 12, 2020 at the Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home. A rosary will be held 
at the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home at 6:00 PM 
Friday, December 11, 2020.
History
 Pancho was born on April 
15, 1963 in Jalisco, Mexico 
to Rafael Valadez and Ma-
ria (Navarro) Valadez. He 
passed away on December 
9, 2020 in Denton.
Survivors
 Pancho is survived by his 
wife Maria “Tita” Valadez 
of Gainesville; daughter 
Adriana Valadez Bravo of 
Gainesville; daughter Nancy 
Valadez Bravo and husband 
Alfredo Cruz of Gaines-
ville; granddaughter Magaly 
Cruz; grandson Levi Cruz; 
and numerous brothers, sis-
ters, nieces and nephews.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents.
 You may sign the online 
registry ww.geojcarroll.com.

Michaela “Kelly”
Lynn Dill

Services
 Michaela “Kelly” Dill, 68, 
passed away on Friday, De-
cember 4, 2020 in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma.
 Th e family will have a pri-
vate memorial service.
History
 Kelly was a long-time edu-
cator of grades 6-12. Teach-
ing was her passion and she 

enjoyed being able to help 
children learn and watching 
them grow. Kelly was fortu-
nate to teach in many cities 
across several states. She had 
a great sense of humor and 
enjoyed the best parts of life, 
never meeting a stranger. 
Th ough she lived in several 
diff erent states in her life-
time, Kelly spent most of 
her life in Northern Texas. 
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
sons: Travis Dill and wife 
Trish of Tampa, Florida and 
Evan Dill and his wife Me-
gan of St. Louis, Missouri, 
granddaughters: Ryanne 
Odom of Denison, Texas 
and Aislynn Dill of Tampa, 
Florida, great-grandsons: 
Creedence Christensen and 
Riley Odom-Session, and 
sisters: Shella Chace, Al-
anna Williams, and Janeen 
Stroud.  She is preceded in 
death by her mother, Betty 
Primmer, and her son, Jeff  
Odom. 
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jerry Cripe

Services
 In the early hours of the 
morning on December 11, 
Jerry Cripe peacefully left 
this world for the next. He 
left his earthly body, to join 
our heavenly Father. Jerry 
is currently in the care of 
Meador Funeral Home in 
Gainesville, TX. Per his 
wishes he will be cremated 
with no funeral services. 
A memorial service will be 
held by his family at a later 
date with the assistance of 
Crossroads Baptist Church 
in Gainesville, TX.
History
 He was born on April 4, 
1944 to Galen Cripe and 
Nell Cook, in Goshen, IN. 
Jerry attended Goshen HS, 
where he played football 
and participated in fi eld and 
track. He was a true Ameri-
can patriot, enlisting in the 
Marines being assigned to 
the 3rd Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Division. 
 He later married the love 
of his life on October 21, 
1973, and worked in the au-
tomotive sales and fi nance 
industry for many years be-
fore his retirement, relocat-
ing to Texas. Jerry loved the 
outdoors, was an avid fi sher, 
gun enthusiast and loved 
the New Orleans Saints. 
He was a jack-of-all trades, 
and could fi x just about any-
thing.
Survivors
 Jerry is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 47 years, Jewellie, 
his 4 children, Brian Cripe 
of Goshen, IN, Terry (Ka-
trina) Cripe of Goshen, IN, 
Paul Cripe of Gainesville, 
TX, and Christine (Kev-
in) Sheets of Fort Worth, 
TX, 6 grandchildren, Zach 
(Heather) Cripe, Brook 
(Aaron) Krabill, Austin 
Cripe, Peyton Cripe, Bryce 
Sheets, McKenna Cripe, 
2 great-grandchildren, 4 
brothers and 2 sisters.
 Jerry is preceded in death 
by his parents, a brother, 
and two infant children.
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Klement Ford of Muenster is 
expanding our Sales Team!

We are looking for energetic &
outgoing sales people who are highly

motivated! Monthly Bonuses! Will train 
the right candidates. We offer

benefi ts and 401K. 5 day work week. 
Great Earning Potential! 3 Positions
Available. Contact Trish Winkler at

Klement Ford of Muenster
940-759-2244

E.O.E.
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GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

Hours: M-F 7:30 am - 6 pm, Sat & Sun 9 - 9:30 am & 5 - 5:30 pm

K-9 KLIPS & KOUNTRY KLUB
Plan NOW for your Pets Christmas 
Retreat, like you have planned your 
Vacation, in our Heated for Central 

Heating and A/C Facility!
7450 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville

(940) 665-9466 • (940) 665-8500

PAPP CK 'N' MAILPACK 'N' MAIL
The Packing Pros

We take the hassle out of shipping!
FED EX US Mail

UPS Packing Materials
Boxes Mailbox Rental

Passport Photos Fax
Document Shredding Notary

Copies

1014 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
Between Big Lots & Family Dollar

Phone 940-665-1188 / Fax 940-665-1099  Open 9-6 M-F & 10-2 Sat.

Document Shredding
Copies

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

Catfish Louie’s
Try us... You’ll be hooked

4 pc. Fried Catfish

Regularly $6.95 (Limit 2)

Catfish Louie’s
Try us... You’ll be hooked

Chopped Bar-B-Q

Regularly $6.50 (Limit 2)

Expires 10/31/2020

Expires 10/31/2020

$5.50

$3.99 per pound

1825 E Hwy 82  Gainesville, Texas Ph. (940)665-6789
Expires 12/31/2020

Expires 12/31/2020

County Library Releases 

Christmas Schedule
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
Cooke County Library will 
close early at 2:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 23, 
2020. Th e library will be 
closed Th ursday, December 
24, 2020, Friday, Decem-
ber 25, 2020 and Saturday, 
December 26, 2020 for the 
Christmas Holiday. Th e li-
brary will open Monday, 

December 28, 2020, at 9:00 
a.m. So make sure you come 
in beforehand and stock up!
 Remember just because 
they’re closed doesn’t mean 
you don’t have access to li-
brary services.  You can still 
access eBooks, downloadable 
audiobooks, magazines and 
music. You can fi nd all of 
these great products by vis-

iting the Cooke County Li-
brary website (http://cooke-
countylibrary.org/), click the 
“eLibrary” tab, and then click 
on the eBooks, Download-
able Audiobooks, eMaga-
zines, Languages and Music 
headers to learn more details 
on each of these services.
 Happy Holidays to all of 
you! 

Swearing-in Ceremony 

Scheduled New Year’s Day
COOKE COUNTY – 
Cooke County’s newly 
elected or reelected pub-
lic offi  cials will begin their 
terms in offi  ce on January 
1, 2021, with a swearing-
in ceremony in the District 
Courtroom of the Cooke 
County Courthouse, start-
ing at 10:00 a.m.
 Th e format of the bien-
nial event has been modi-
fi ed, taking safety guide-
lines into consideration, 
according to Cooke Coun-
ty Republican Party Chair 
Chris McNamara, who 
coordinated arrangements 
with County Judge Jason 
Brinkley.
 Th e swearing-in will be a 
private ceremony, with one 

offi  cial at a time invited into 
the Courtroom, accompa-
nied by a maximum of two 
guests, to take the oath of 
offi  ce. Th e ceremony will be 
streamed on Facebook Live, 
and the public is invited 
to log in and observe. Th is 
year, there will be no recep-
tion following the swearing-
in.
 In addition to District 
Judge Janelle Haverkamp, 
four justices from the Sec-
ond Court of Appeals in 
Fort Worth will be present 
to administer oaths. Th ey 
are Justice Dabney Bassel, 
Justice J. Wade Birdwell, 
Justice Lee Gabriel and Jus-
tice Mike Wallach.
 Newly elected or re-

elected public offi  cials be-
ing sworn in are Janelle M. 
Haverkamp, District Judge; 
John Warren, District At-
torney; Ed Zielinski, Coun-
ty Attorney; Ray Sapping-
ton, Sheriff ; Brandy Ann 
Carr, County Tax Assessor-
Collector; Gary Hollowell, 
County Commissioner Pct. 
1; Adam P. Arendt, County 
Commissioner Pct. 3; John 
J. (Jody) Henry, Justice 
of the Peace Pct. 1; Mark 
Westbrook, Constable Pct. 
1; Chuck Owen, Constable 
Pct. 2.
 For more information, 
contact Republican County 
Chair Chris McNamara, 
940-665-8683, or by email 
to chair@cookegop.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

 Cooke County Auditor 
Shelly Atteberry said her 
recommendation is to ap-
prove all three brokers and 
“just see how it goes.” She 
noted she believes the mon-
ey should be placed in one 
fund.
 Following an executive 
session, Cooke County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Ray Fletcher 
provided a COVID-19 up-
date which included the 
status on current active local 
cases of the virus by symp-
tom onset.
 “It just shows over the last 
approximately two months, 
two and half months what 
we’ve seen,” Fletcher said 
an uptick in the number of 
cases is apparent following 
the Th anksgiving holiday.
 He also said the number 
of county cases by age group 
is relatively evenly distribut-
ed from individuals 20 years 
old to 70-year-old individu-
als.
 He also noted current 
hospitalizations continue 
to increase for Trauma Area 
E which includes Cooke 
County.
 “Two weeks ago, of 
course, for the region it was 
2,364 and it’s up to 2,551 
now,” he said. “Th e main 
thing to take from now is 
there is a continued increase 
in total hospitalizations in 
the region for COVID.”
 He also discussed CO-
VID-19 vaccine allocation 
guidelines from the state de-
partment of health services.
 “We are working with the 

hospitals and city and coun-
ty partnerships to determine 
those personnel who fall 
into those groups and try 
to get an accurate count of 
those who feel they want 
to take the virus vaccine as 
soon as we get it so can have 
an idea of how that’s going 
to be and then working with 
those second and third level 
groups, critical infrastruc-
ture, nursing homes, long 
term care facilities,” Fletcher 
said. “…We think we’ll be 
getting the Moderna vac-
cine probably, the Pfi zer 
[vaccine] was distributed to 
larger areas with the capabil-
ity to do the ultra-cold stor-
age.”
 He said the Moderna vac-
cine is frozen but is not an 
“ultra-cold” vaccine.
 He said the emergency use 
authorization for the vaccine 
is expected “probably this 
week or next week. And it 
will ship very quickly after 
that.”
 He said offi  cials are work-
ing out plans to get the 
vaccine out for “priority 
groups” before it becomes 
publicly available.
 Fletcher also said COV-
ID-related hospitalizations 
continue to stay high and 
tax area hospital systems.
 “We’re dealing with all 
the normal traumas in life 
and now we’ve taken {CO-
VID-19] on top of that,” 
he said. “Th e hospitals are 
doing a really good job and 
managing space but it is be-
coming more and more dif-
fi cult for patients to go to 
any other hospital from this 
hospital because all of those 

hospitals are full or near full. 
We want to slow this down 
because when you need a 
bed for whatever emergency, 
you want it to be there, and 
right now that is getting 
dangerously close to being a 
problem.”
 Other items which were 
unanimously approved fol-
lowing executive session 
were action regarding the 
2021 yearly Homeland Se-
curity grant through the 
Texoma Council of Govern-
ments, a memorandum of 
understanding with TCOG 
for fi scal year 2020 State-
wide Emergency Infrastruc-
ture grant equipment and 
action allowing contractual 
negotiations with Motorola 
for radio communication 
system proposals.
 During the regular meet-
ing, commissioners opened 
and closed a public hearing 
for replat of lot 5 in Boyd 
Subdivision, Pat I in Pre-
cinct 3. No one spoke at the 
hearing.
 “Th is is part of a two-part 
development,” Brinkley 
said. “So there’s a replat of 
Lot 5 and there’s going to 
be a Phase 2… we haven’t 
received all the documenta-
tion that we need on that 
Phase 2 as far as drain-
age surveys and everything 
else.” 
 No action was taken on 
the replat pending further 
information on the Phase 2 
plan.
 Next the commissioners 
opened and closed a public 
hearing for replat of Lots 
1735 and 1736 of Lake Ki-
owa Subdivision in Precinct 

2. No one signed up to speak 
regarding the public hear-
ing and the commissioners 
unanimously approved the 
replat. Th ey also approved 
preliminary plat for Good 
Life Estates in Precinct 1.
 Th e commissioners also 
discussed the ongoing coun-
ty annex remodel project.
 “I think everything down-
stairs has been completed,” 
Brinkley said.
 Commissioners approved 
a consent agenda which in-
cluded 
 Minutes of the previous 
meetings.
 Departmental reports for 
Rural Subdivision & Septic 
– November, Constable Pre-
cinct 1 – November, District 
Clerk – November, Consta-
ble Precinct 2 – November, 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 
1 – November, Justice of the 
Peace Precinct 2 – Novem-
ber, library – November, 
Commissioner Precincts 2, 
3 and 4 – November, coun-
ty clerk – November, court 
compliance – November 
and EMS – November.
 Fiscal year 2020 budget 
amendments.
 Fiscal year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Removal of misplaced 
and/or lost inventory items 
as described on list.
 Renewal agreement with 
GEO Med Waste of Texas 
for medical waste disposal 
for Justice Center and EMS.
 Mutual aid agreement 
with Callisburg VFD for fi s-
cal year 2021.
 Two $20 anonymous do-
nations to the Cooke Coun-
ty Library.
 Proposal from Eikon for 
review of plat and drainage 
for proposed Good Life Es-
tate in Precinct 1.
 Financial Position of 
Cooke County CSCD for 
fi scal year 2020.
 Fiscal year 2020 chapter 
59 report for S.O.
 Annual renewal with Pin-
nacle Health Technologies 
LLC for drug testing for a 
one-year term beginning 
December 14, 2020.
 Annual renewal with 
Commissary Express for a 
one-year period from Dec. 
6, 2020 to Dec. 6, 2021.
 Fiscal year 2021 agree-
ment with Muenster Library 
for library services to Cooke 
County residents.
 Surplus by auction of a 
double-door refrigerator at 
the county jail.
 Surplus by salvage of three 
tasers from the jail.
 Indigent cremation of one 
individual.
 Anonymous donations of 
$16,25 and $20 to the li-
brary.
 All commissioners and 
the county judge were pres-
ent for Monday’s regular 
meeting.

Commissioners Approve Investment 

Brokers; Talk COVID-19 Numbers
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Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

Marriage License
Requests Received

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Paxton Grant Hurst 
reported theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 in 
the 200 block of Ottos 
Drive.
 Driving while intoxi-
cated was reported at 
Pecan Street and South 
Grand Avenue.
 Manufacture/delivery 
of a controlled substance 
less than 400 grams 
was reported in the 400 
block of southbound 
I-35.
 
Arrest Log
 Edward Dewayne 
Shaw, 44, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram, proba-
tion violation.
 Clayton Cleaves McK-
inney, 34, assault causing 
bodily injury to family.
 Harley Devon Anglin, 
23, driving while intoxi-
cated with open con-
tained (bond enhance-
ment).
 Meagan Greer Sutton, 
34, failure to maintain 
fi nancial responsibility, 
failure to appear.
 Sara Th eresa Wallis, 
31, speeding in school 
zone, failure to appear.
 William Dale Arnett, 
38, no driver license.
 Audrea Diane Hat-
ten, 35, no driver license 
when unlicensed, failure 
to maintain fi nancial 
responsibility, failure to 
appear.
 Christopher Charles 
Shell, 36, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams, unlaw-
ful carrying weapon.
 Jose Martin Lopez, 25, 

possession of a fi rearm by 
a prohibited person, pos-

session of a controlled 
substance less than four 

grams, possession of a 
con

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Kayla Lynn York vs. Ste-
ven Charles York, divorce.
 Christal Clinton vs. 

Mark Clinton, divorce.
 Kimberly Rose Dittmar 
vs. Robert Karl Dittmar, 
divorce.
 Juan Gonzales Pena vs. 
Eva Yesenia Gonzalez, di-
vorce.
 Jeanie C. Pentico vs. Al-
fred Ray Pentico, divorce.

Cases Decided
 Cooke County et al vs. 
A M Quartz Corporation, 
agreed judgements, tax cas-
es.
 Donna Hertel vs. Rich-
ard Hertel, agreed judge-
ments, divorce.
 Stephanie Nicole Ma-
cArthur vs. Curtis Allen 
Slaven, default judge-
ments, divorce.
 Brian Andrew Deskin vs. 
Casey Lynn Deskin, agreed 
judgements, divorce.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Learn Che Tse, 36, Ar-
dmore, Oklahoma and 
Chelsea Renee Connel, 28, 
Ardmore.
 Stephen Cordero Traf-

fanstead, 31, Denton and 
Ashley Ann Turner, 32, 
Denton.
 Kai Anthony Peterson, 
52, Valley View and Tosha 
Cline Reckendorf, 46, Val-
ley View.
 Brian David Greisman, 
27, Ardmore and Elizabeth 
Leeann Douglass, 26, Ard-

more.
 Noel Elton Ince, 56, 
Duncan, Oklahoma and 
Deborah Lillian Cox, 60, 
Duncan.
 Michael Dale Campbell, 
57, Gainesville and Cheryl 
Duff y King, 55, Gaines-
ville.

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Kelley Chenes Smith, 
47, was convicted of the 
May 17, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to 1 
year confi nement in a state 
jail facility, a $500 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Markala Javone Th omas, 
21, was convicted of the 
April 10, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-

sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Angela Ann Wood, 35, 
was convicted of the May 
15, 2019 state jail felony 
offense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram and was 
sentenced to two years’ 
suspended time, one year 
confinement in a state 
jail facility, two years’ 
probation, a $500 fine 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Victor Fundora Jr., 36, 

was convicted of the July 
15, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of tamper-
ing with physical evidence 
and was sentenced to four 
years’ suspended time, 
seven years’ confi nement 
in a state jail facility, four 
years’ probation, a $500 
fi ne and court costs.
 Angela Mae Beach, 35, 
was convicted of the July 
15, 2020 state jail felony 
off ense of abandoning or 
endangering a child and 
was sentenced to 15 days’ 
confi nement a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion, a $5,000 fi ne and 
court costs.

Confused about Medicare?
I have the answers to your ques  ons. Don’t 
trust your coverage to a sales person on the 

phone. Local personalized service!
Full line of Medicare Products

Senior Bene  ts Consultant
Jodi Finkenbinder Gainesville, TX  903.814.4096

Our Business is Growing!

You are invited to visit Deschain Cellars during the month of
December and receive 15% off your entire bill! 

If you cannot visit us in person, we will bring the party to
you!  In addition to your holiday discount, free delivery
right to your doorstep for your orders placed online at

deschaincellars.com!  

INTRODUCING YOUR NEW
NEIGHBORHOOD WINERY

15%
off

(entire order)(entire order)

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offer. No cash
value. Must have printed coupon to redeem at winery. 

Expires December 30, 2020

8363 US-82 Gainesville, TX 76240 | 940.202.9011 
deschaincellars.com | Facebook: @deschaincellars

Come celebrate the holidays with us!

(Coupon Code:CookeXmas20)

We Offer:
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

98% Customer Satisfaction Rate in 2019

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.
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Opinions

The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. 
Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are 
not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the 
author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Christmas 2020 is ap-
proaching fast!  I really 
think that we, as a free 
people, should stop, & re-
ally think about the true 
meaning of Christmas, and 
relay such to as many chil-
dren as possible!
 Frist of all, Christmas 
Season is the most won-
derful time in my personal 
life, especially now that I 
possess 3 beautiful grand-

sons!  I actually think that 
I have more fun than they 
do.  I have put forth my 
greatest eff ort to literally 
spoil the ALL of them!  I 
cannot measure the warm-
ness in my heart when they 
hug me & call me Grand 
Pa Dean!
 Let us get to the true 
meaning of Christmas, as 
far as my opinion exists.  
We in the United States 
of America celebrate this 
wonderful, spiritual time 
with Christmas trees all 
lighted up, Christmas 
cards, lights, mistletoe, & 
beautiful wreaths adorning 
our front doors!  
 I personally think that 
we should celebrate the 
birth of Th e Lord Jesus 
Christ in a manger, born 
in Bethlehem, in Judea.  At 
that biblical time, Herod 
was king.  He wanted to 
know where Jesus was born 
in order to go & worship 

him, but King Herod only 
wanted to harm Jesus!
 King Herod was mis-
led by God; therefore, no 
harm came to Th e Baby 
Jesus.  Th ree wise man did 
indeed make their way to 
the manger, being guided 
by a star in the east.  Th ey 
brought with them gifts 
of gold, frankincense, & 
myrrh.  
 If one is any kind of 
student of Th e Bible, you 
know this story.  I prefer 
to read it to kids!  GOD 
did not send HIS son into 
this world to condemn 
the world, but to save the 
world through him.  At 
Christmas, we need to cel-
ebrate this incredible act of 
love!
 At Christmas time long, 
long ago, GOD actually 
became a human being in 
the Person of Jesus Christ.
 After a short life, Jesus 
Christ was crucifi ed & died 

for all of us & our sins.  
Th erefore, this Christmas, 
celebrate with family; go 
to church & worship Th e 
Lord, and give to the poor 
& unfortunate if you can.  
Also, help animals who re-
main homeless, hungry, & 
cold.
 Two additional things are 
important to me.  First of 
all, remember that prayer is 
the most powerful tool that 
the current human species 
possesses.  Secondly, there 
is NOTHING more en-
joyable than a child’s smile 
& excitement when open-
ing a gift on Christmas Eve 
or Christmas day!  
 May Th e Good & Gra-
cious LORD bless all peo-
ple this Christmas of 2020.  

Dean Smith
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...

Patrick J. Buchanan

Is Our Second Civil War -- also 
a “Forever War?”

By Patrick J. Buchanan

When the Electoral Col-
lege meets Monday, it will 
almost surely certify former 
Vice President Joe Biden as 
the 46th president of the 
United States. And he will 
take the oath of offi  ce Jan. 
20.
 Th ere is, nationally, a 
growing if grudging real-
ization of that reality. 
 Yet millions of Americans 
will refuse to accept the le-
gitimacy of that election 
and its outcome and will 
continue to believe, with 
President Donald Trump, 
that it was “rigged.” 
 “Was the 2020 election 
stolen by the establishment 
to get rid of a president, 
Donald Trump, whom it 
loathed?” will be debated 

decades hence -- as are 
questions such as, “Did 
FDR have advance knowl-
edge the Japanese were go-
ing to attack?” and, “Did 
Lee Harvey Oswald act 
alone in Dallas?”
 Th at perception that 
something was afoot fi rst 
arose in the minds of mil-
lions in the hours after the 
election on Nov. 3, when 
83% of Republicans polled 
by Gallup said they did not 
believe reports of Trump’s 
defeat.
 Th ings perceived as real 
are real in their conse-
quences. 
 And there was justifi ca-
tion for that perception. 
Who was not stunned 
to learn that as Trump 
seemed to be pulling ahead 
in the voting count on 
Nov. 3, suddenly, around 
midnight, the vote count-
ing appeared to stop in the 
crucial swing states, and we 
were told it would begin 
again early the next morn-
ing? Why the halt?
 Again, things perceived 
as real are real in their con-
sequences.
 Th e Washington Post re-
ports this week that, mid-
way between Election Day 
and Inauguration Day, 

only 27 congressional Re-
publicans would acknowl-
edge Biden’s win. Some 
220 GOP members of the 
House and Senate -- 88% 
of Republicans serving in 
Congress -- would not say 
who won the election. 
 And Trump continues to 
fi ght on, millions behind 
him, to persuade public 
offi  cials in such battle-
ground states as Pennsyl-
vania, Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, Georgia, Arizona and 
Nevada to withdraw their 
certifi cations. 
 He is said to be working 
the phones to get Republi-
cans in Congress to reject 
the designation of Biden as 
president.
 He has joined a suit by 
17 states’ attorneys general 
to have the Supreme Court 
accept Texas’ argument 
that late alterations in the 
voting processes in four 
swing states be declared 
unconstitutional and ille-
gal. 
 Among the more cred-
ible charges is that, due to 
the pandemic, late changes 
were made in the voting 
processes of states, espe-
cially with mailed-out and 
mailed-in ballots. Th e con-
tention is that votes cast as 

a consequence of changes 
done contrary to state laws 
or constitutions should be 
thrown out. Most of those 
votes came from the urban 
precincts where Biden’s 
margins were massive.
 While some 50 lawsuits 
fi led in Trump’s cause 
may have been rejected in 
courts, the hourly allega-
tions of fraud in the col-
lection and counting of 
ballots have given credence 
to a generalized belief 
that Trump was cheated 
of votes he received and 
Biden received votes that 
were illicitly cast.
 Where will this leave us 
Jan. 20?
 American politics will be 
even more poisoned and 
polarized than it has been 
for the last four years. Tens 
of millions of Americans 
will see themselves as dis-
franchised and believe that 
the greatest champion they 
have had in decades was il-
legally driven from power 
by the same deep state-me-
dia conspiracy he fought 
for four years. 
 Reinforcing this percep-
tion is the sudden revela-
tion this week that Biden’s 
son Hunter is indeed the 
target of a federal tax inves-

tigation.
 Th at is a story the main-
stream media not only re-
fused to cover but sought 
to bury. And it further but-
tresses a widespread belief 
that the mainstream media 
were in the tank for Biden 
and will use the power they 
have to fi x the outcome of 
future American elections 
in favor of the establish-
ment to which they be-
long.
 For scores of millions 
of Americans, the main-
stream media have lost any 
credibility and moral au-
thority they once had. 
 Th e media have spent 
four years promoting the 
falsehood that Vladimir 
Putin and Donald Trump 
conspired to steal the 2016 
election, a charge for which 
the two-year Robert Muel-
ler investigation could 
not fi nd any substance at 
all. Th ey championed the 
cause of impeachment of 
Trump over a single com-
ment in a phone call to the 
president of Ukraine.
 And all the while, they 
painted Trump as racist, 
sexist, homophobic and 
treasonous, and his follow-
ers as torch-carrying deplo-
rables.
 Th e hypocritical calls 

from the mainstream me-
dia today for us all to come 
together, after the atrocities 
they perpetrated, boggle 
the mind.
 Amazing. And now 
that the Democrats ap-
pear to have captured the 
White House, the message 
is, “Can’t we all just get 
along?” 
 What lies ahead?
 Some see secession. But 
though secession is unlike-
ly, a secession of the heart 
has already taken place in 
America. We are two na-
tions, two peoples seem-
ingly separated indefi nitely. 
Can a nation so divided as 
ours, racially, ideologically, 
religiously, still do great 
things together, as did the 
America of days gone by, 
to the amazement of the 
world?
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2020 
CREATORS.COM

Mark Shields

Rebutting the Myth of White Superiority

By Mark Shields

By way of introduction: 
Tommy Tuberville is the 
new Republican U.S. 
senator from Alabama.
 He was previously a 
successful college foot-
ball coach at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, 
Texas Tech, Cincinnati 
and Auburn -- where his 
team six times defeated 
their powerful in-state ri-

val, the University of Al-
abama. Tuberville -- with 
the strong endorsement 
of President Donald J. 
Trump and after a cam-
paign in which, after first 
announcing he would 
meet his rivals in public 
debates, he refused to de-
bate either his primary 
or general election oppo-
nents and did not hold 
open press conferences 
or announce his sched-
uled campaign appear-
ances to press or to the 
public -- still won 60% 
of the vote in November 
to defeat the Democratic 
incumbent Doug Jones.
 After the election, 
Sen.-elect Tuberville un-
intentionally revealed 
the reasons for his reluc-
tance to publicly answer 
questions from voters, 
his opponents or the Ala-

bama press. Asked for his 
reaction to the presiden-
tial election, Tuberville 
admitted to a concern 
that Joe Biden, who was 
branded too centrist by 
his Democratic primary 
opponents, harbored a 
philosophy that “leads 
more to a socialist type of 
government.” He contin-
ued: “That’s concerning 
to me, that we’re to the 
point now where we’ve 
got almost half the coun-
try voting for something 
that this country wasn’t 
built on. ... I tell people 
my dad fought 76 years 
ago in Europe to free Eu-
rope of socialism.” The 
U.S. fought World War 
II, let the record be clear, 
against fascism -- not so-
cialism.
 Everybody’s entitled 
to an occasional miscue, 

but Tuberville was not 
finished. Questioned 
whether the GOP, with 
only a razor-thin ma-
jority in the Senate and 
with Democrats control-
ling both the House and 
the White House, could 
still pass Republican 
legislation, the Coach 
explained: “Our govern-
ment wasn’t set up for 
one group to have all 
three branches of gov-
ernment -- wasn’t set up 
that way. You know, the 
House, the Senate and 
the executive.” Accord-
ing to the Constitution 
and our eighth-grade 
civics courses, the fed-
eral government’s three 
branches are the legisla-
tive, which would be the 
House and the Senate; 
the executive, beginning 
with the presidency; and 

the judicial, where we 
find the Supreme Court.
 Tommy still was not 
finished. Revealing his 
ignorance of recent 
American history, he 
misinformed listeners: 
“I remember in 2000 Al 
Gore was president -- 
United States president-
elect for 30 days. And 
after 30 days, it got to 
the Supreme Court, and 
the Supreme Court says, 
‘No, George Bush is go-
ing to be the president.’” 
At no time was Gore ei-
ther “president” or “pres-
ident-elect,” and the Su-
preme Court intervened 
to end the Florida re-
count, which led Gore 
to concede to George W. 
Bush.
 The cheap, easy thing 
would be to mock Ala-
bama -- especially after 

their last Republican 
Senate worthy, Judge 
Roy “Well, there’s Sharia 
law, as I understand it, 
in Illinois and Indiana 
up there” Moore -- but 
that would be wrong. 
Instead, let us accentu-
ate the positive. Alabama 
Republican voters, by 
their bizarre choices of 
Tommy Tuberville and 
Roy Moore, are loudly 
and emphatically dis-
crediting the myth of 
white superiority -- and 
that is a national service.
 To find out more 
about Mark Shields and 
read his past columns, 
visit the Creators Syn-
dicate webpage at www.
creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2020 
MARK SHIELDS
 DISTRIBUTED BY 
CREATORS.COM
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THE KGAF SECRET SANTAS  ARE BACK ! 
LISTEN TO KGAF THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18   

AT 9:30 a.m.  
 

TENS OF THOUSANDS  
OF DOLLARS IN CASH  

TO BE GIVEN AWAY LIVE ON THE AIR… 

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke 
County Commission-
ers, during a December 7, 
2020 special meeting, ta-
bled an item which would 
allow an election for pro-
posed Emergency Services 
District No. 1.
 Fifteen individuals spoke 
during a public hearing, 
many of whom were in 
favor of the district which 
aff ects residents of the In-
dian Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department service area.
 County Judge Jason 
Brinkley said the court 
received a petition ask-
ing for permission to al-
low an election to create 
the ESD. If approved, the 
ESD would allow collec-
tion of up to an additional 
tax of 10 cents per $100 
property valuation in the 
district to support the de-
partment. Indian Creek 
VFD was founded in 2012 
after the dissolution of the 
Lake Kiowa Volunteer Fire 
Department.
 Proponents of the ESD 
say it will help provide re-
sources including person-
nel, vehicles, equipment 
and possibly new a facil-
ity. Th ey also noted VFD 
members have to raise 
much of the money for 
their operation through 
fundraisers and donations 
in addition to providing 
service to their depart-
ments.
 “Indian Creek VFD 
cannot sustain its current 
level of operations with-
out becoming an ESD very 
soon,” Barbara Fox said in 
her presentation. 
 Retired counselor Dan-
ny Engels, president of the 
Indian Creek VFD board, 
said he’d like to “address 
the very real issue of [vol-
unteer] burnout.”
 “As I speak our two chiefs 
are working on our 20-plus 
year-old fi re engine which 
we just got back,” Ingalls 
said. “We took it in for a 
repair that was going to 
be $1,400. While there, 
valve issues resulted in over 
$5,000 for the repair. Th e 
two chiefs had to make the 
choice of being here today 
or working on what now 
looks like a transmission is-
sue.”
 He noted the depart-
ment’s fi rst responders “all 
work full-time somewhere 
else,” adding “Many also 

work a second job simply 
to provide income for the 
family…Today, we are re-
ally just faced with key re-
sponders not being able to 
continue at the pace they’re 
going.”
 He said when the process 
of creating an ESD fi rst be-
gan in 2018, the depart-
ment had “four responders 
making the vast majority 
of calls.” Th e number of re-
sponders has decreased to 
three, he said.
 He said the district has 
had close to 500 emer-
gency calls this year and 
needs parttime workers to 
address the calls when the 
volunteers are not available 
due to work or family obli-
gations. “We don’t want to 
put the public at risk,” he 
said. “We risk doing that 
without better means of 
emergency response.”
 County resident Bob 
Smith who owns property 
within the proposed ESD 
said he’s been a business 
owner in the county for 46 
years and is “not opposed 
to ESD but is not for it.”
 He said he has analyzed 
data about emergency calls 
and thinks there is a need 
for an emergency medical 
services station in the area. 
He said the exact areas of 
the proposed ESD are a 
concern for some.
 “It needs to be clear 
where the exact boundaries 
are,” Smith said. “What is 
taxed and what will be ex-
empt… In all fairness there 
are 63 square miles the In-
dian Creek District covers. 
Th e Indian Creek [VFD] 
is located inside of [Lake] 
Kiowa. It needs to be out-
side Kiowa to serve all the 
district properly.”
 FM 902 resident and Au-
brey real estate broker Ta-
batha Polley discussed the 
accidental death of her son 
and the death of two other 
young men in the area as it 
relates to the availability of 
services within the district.
 “I think the entire coun-
ty needs to know that we’re 
growing,” Polley said. “I 
mean, I’m seeing it’s ex-
ploding. People are moving 
north…. I just hope that 
everybody here just takes 
a minute and really just al-
lows some consideration. 
It’s a need for our whole 
community.”
 County resident Wray 
Westbrook said he lives in 
the proposed ESD No. 1 
area.

 “I am at this point op-
posing the formation of 
ESD 1 in its current for-
mat,” Westbrook said. “I 
am not in favor of a new 
taxing entity that would 
begin with a maximum 
allowable taxation as a 
base rate. Th e amount of 
money generated by this 
much taxation and gener-
ated revenue is way above 
any past expenses incurred. 
I am concerned that that 
[fi re] station is within the 
bounds of Lake Kiowa 
making it diffi  cult for fi re-
fi ghters to exit Lake Kiowa 
proper for county calls. I 
am concerned that this sta-
tion is within a gated com-
munity and yet would be 
taxing residents that have 
no access to the station be-
cause they are not allowed 
within the gates of Lake 
Kiowa. If this ESD is to 
come about, I recommend 
that the facility be located 
on a major road like 902… 
It would also be a property 
that has public access. Lake 
Kiowa with three square 
miles only constituting ap-
proximately 40 percent or 
170 of the 430 calls that 
have occurred from Jan. 
1, 2020 to November 2, 
2020. While the other 60 
percent or 260 were from 
the remaining 57 square 
miles of the proposed dis-
trict.”
 “If Lake Kiowa were to 
incorporate, Lake Kiowa is 
able to fund their own fi re 
department,” Westbrook 
said. “Lake Kiowa approxi-
mately 12-02-2020 has a 
$539 million market val-
ue… that would generate 
at your 10 cents per $100, 
$539,000 per year in Lake 
Kiowa alone… By the defi -
nition of an ESD, ICVFD 
literature, ESDs are pri-
marily created in rural ar-
eas to ensure reliable fund-
ing of local fi re and other 
services. Lake Kiowa is not 
rural. Th e other 57 square 
miles in the district are 
rural. Lake Kiowa should 
incorporate and fund their 
own fi re department as a 
town or a city or move the 
facility to a public loca-
tion.”
 Brinkley explained his 
concerns. 
 “In order to grant the 
petition that allows for 
the election we have to 
fi nd that the district is 
feasible and will promote 
the public safety, welfare, 
health and convenience of 

the persons residing in the 
proposed district… and I 
think more fi nancial infor-
mation would be substan-
tially needed to determine 
what exactly is feasible and 
what is not feasible,” Brin-
kley said.
 Among the commission-
ers concerns were the exact 
boundaries of the district 
and the amount of taxable 
property in the district.
 Indian Creek VFD rep-
resentative Lynn Switzer 
said Indian Creek VFD is 
“having a hard time with 
the high call volume.” She 
said calls are up 14 percent 
this year. Th e ESD, if ap-
proved, would be directed 
by fi ve board members ap-
pointed by commission-
ers court. Board members 
must be at least 18 years 
old, own taxable property 
within the district, be Texas 
residents and be registered 
to vote within the ESD.
 Duties of the board 
would include deciding the 
tax rate, which fi re depart-
ment to contract with, how 
much budget help the fi re 
department should receive 
with regards to personnel, 
equipment and facilities. 
She also said the hope is 
that the board will hire 
off -duty fi refi ghters and 
EMTs with experience and 
appropriate certifi cation to 
assist volunteer fi re fi ght-
ers. Proponents of the ESD 
are also hoping to off er 24-
hour coverage and living 
quarters on site at the fi re 
department facility.
 She also noted the ESD 
and its improvements 
could help lower insur-
ance rates for homeowners 
based on Insurance Service 
Offi  ce criteria.
 Switzer provided a map 
of the boundary of the 
district which will also 
include an extraterrito-
rial jurisdiction district 
agreement with the city of 
Gainesville.
  Obtaining the fi nal map 
of the district’s boundary 
and mutual aid contracts 
are a high priority, Brin-
kley said. Another concern 
is Cooke County’s annual 
fi nancial contribution to 
VFDs.
 “Right now, the county 
funds each fi re department 
a set amount plus I think 
it’s so much based on run 
volume,” Brinkley said. “I 
just don’t want to get into 
a double dipping situation 
where it’s taxing people at 
both the county level and 
the proposed ESD level… 
I can’t speak for the rest of 
the court, but I have some 
heartburn about a double-
taxation situation.”
 Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Leon Klement asked 
Switzer how much taxable 
value is in the proposed 
ESD area.
 Switzer said the Cooke 
County Appraisal District 
has not provided the valu-

ation yet, but said “I will 
have those values for you.”
 Raising taxes is a diffi  cult 
issue, Leon Klement said. 
“I’ve been around tax rates 
long enough to know this,” 
he said. “If the county tried 
to go up one penny, phone 
calls would get large. If we 
tried to go up two pennies 
phone calls would become 
unbearable and letters 
would be in the paper. If 
we tried to go up a nickel, 
I don’t know what would 
happen. So, I take this stuff  
very seriously. I mean, it’s 
easy to talk about, we’ve 
gotta have the money it’s 
just going to be a nickel 
or ten cents. Th at’s a lot of 
money.”
  Klement said he’d want 
to know the district’s bud-
get, the number of employ-
ees involved, how manage-
ment would be conducted. 
“Th ere’s a whole basket full 
of stuff ,” he said. “Th at’s 
just business.”
 Klement said he wants 
exact numbers regarding 
taxpayers’ obligation to the 
district.
 “I want the fi nancials 
nailed down before I’ll ever 
commit to anything,” Kl-
ement said.
 Precinct 1 Commission-
er Gary Hollowell also dis-
cussed his thoughts about 
the proposed district.
 “I would say my concern 
is once this election hap-
pens and this ESD is cre-
ated we can talk about the 
commissioners appointing 
board members and stuff  
of that nature but that 
board, as I understand it, 
will be able to take the full 
ten cents per hundred from 
day one until, you know, 
forever basically. So I don’t 
think that we are ever go-
ing to get a real number 
because a board could do 
two cents or they could 
do ten cents. So we have 
to assume the worst, and 
I’ve never seen anybody for 
the most part go down on 
taxes once they get all their 
expectations met. Now 
having said that, probably 
my number one concern 
is the taxpayers of Precinct 
1.”
 He said while he under-
stands many Lake Kiowa 
residents could aff ord the 
tax increase for the pro-
posed ESD district, the 
increase could “present a 
signifi cant [tax] burden on 
[some] folks in Precinct 1.”
 He also said “every vol-
unteer fi re department” in 
the county could state the 
same concerns of lack of 
funding and a shortage of 
volunteers. “So if I do this 
across Cooke County, I 
have to assume that every 
volunteer department we 
have is on the verge of cra-
ter, and I don’t believe that. 
So, my concern would be 
how are they maintaining 
volunteers?” He said paid 
workers could demoralize 

volunteers who leave their 
jobs and families to help 
their communities. He also 
said his precinct often uses 
older equipment for essen-
tial services.
 “Fire equipment is im-
portant,” he said. “I don’t 
care if it shines. As long as 
it can respond in a timely 
fashion… don’t care if it’s 
a 2020 or a 2002 model as 
long as it works.”
 He also said he doesn’t 
believe the ESD would cre-
ate faster response times in 
the 57-mile area outside 
Lake Kiowa and added a 
full-time staff  for 24-hour 
service would require 20-
21 individuals working 
in shifts of around seven 
employees. “It takes a sure 
enough staff ,” he said. “So 
I see a signifi cant amount 
of time that’s not truly cov-
ered and I don’t know that 
you’re going to improve 
the services outside of Lake 
Kiowa proper.” 
 “At the end of the day, 
I feel like it can be left up 
to the voters in that area,” 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jason Snuggs said.
 Snuggs also said other 
county departments are 
eager to create their own 
emergency service districts. 
“Valley View is chomping 
at the bit to do the same 
thing and they’re glad that 
Indian Creek has done the 
legwork for them.”
 “At the end of the day I 
feel like it can be left up 
to the voters in that area,” 
Snuggs said.
 Switzer said public meet-
ings would be held prior to 
the election to establish the 
proposed district. Whether 
or not property owners at-
tend the meeting would be 
up to them, Switzer said.
 “I can’t force anyone to 
come to [public meetings] 
but it’s there, it’s available 
for them to learn what’s 
taking place,” she said.
 Precinct 3 Commission-
er John Klement said he 
isn’t sure the combination 
of paid and volunteer fi re-
fi ghters would be harmo-
nious. “Th at’s a concern I 
would have,” he said. 
 Th e commissioners will 
consider the matter at a fu-
ture meeting.
 “ I’m going to wait un-
til you get back to me on 
a fi nal map and we’ll put 
it back out and have a  an-
other meeting on it,” Brin-
kley said. Th e maps will be 
reposted “so everybody’s 
clear” he said, adding “I 
think that’s one of the big 
questions is where are the 
actual boundaries that are 
being proposed and then 
we can move forward from 
there.”  
  “We need to be aware of 
what is the fi nal map be-
fore we make a decision,” 
Brinkley said.
 All four commissioners 
and the county judge were 
present for the meeting.

Commissioners Table Election Decision About

Proposed Emergency Services District No. 1

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

Install wood burning stoves 
following manufacturer’s 
instructions or have a 
professional do the installation. 
All fuel-burning equipment 
should be vented to the outside 
to avoid carbon monoxide
(CO) poisoning.

Install and maintain CO
alarms to avoid the risk
of CO poisoning. If
you smell gas in
your gas heater,
do not light the
appliance. Leave the
home immediately
and call your local fire
department or gas company.

HeatingHeating
Safety

There is something about the winter months and curling up with a good 
book by the fireplace. But did you know that heating equipment is one of 
the leading causes of home fire deaths? With a few simple safety tips and 
precautions you can prevent most heating fires from happening.

Safety

BE WARM AND SAFE THIS WINTER!

  Keep anything that can burn at
 least three-feet (one metre) 
 away from heating equipment,
 like the furnace, fireplace, wood
 stove, or portable space heater.

  Have a three-foot (one metre) “kid-free zone”
 around open fires and space heaters.

  Never use your oven to heat your home.

  Have a qualified professional install stationary 
space heating equipment, water heaters or central 
heating equipment according to the local codes 
and manufacturer’s instructions. 

  Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and 
inspected every year by a qualified professional.

  Remember to turn portable heaters off when 
leaving the room or going to bed.

  Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the 
manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

  Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop 
sparks from flying into the room.  Ashes should be 
cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep 
the container a safe distance away from your home.

  Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

FACT
Half of home heating fires are 
reported during the months

of December, January,
and February.
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Help Needed
Retired businessman 
needs the help of a 

mature lady, to share my 
beautiful home in vintage 

square. You use ½ & I 
use 1/2 , we’ll share the 
kitchen. I buy all items 

we need, & pay you $150 
cash monthly. 
No romance. 

Need a lady to share 10 
day vacation in March, & 

fl y to Los Angeles. 
All on my dime.

Call my #903-495-5434
P.S. Susie: Call me,

I lost your #. 

If you have lost or found 
something, place it in The 
Weekly News of Cooke 
County! We offer low rates 
and have the largest distri-
bution. 940.665.2320.

The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

We are the best bang
for your buck.

Legal NoticesHelp Wanted

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-med-
ical home care business 
servicing Cooke, Gray-
son, Denton and Mon-
tague Counties. They 
provide assistance with 
transportation, medica-
tion reminders, groom-
ing, housekeeping and 
pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing 
non-medical home care.  
Shifts may vary depend-
ing on patients needs. Call 
940-736-0496 or email 
localhearts2019@gmail.
com.
                                                                   09/30

216 W. Pecan St.  |  Gainesville, TX 76240  
Grice@KingGroup.us  |  Fax 940.665.2162

940.612.1300

Home • Auto • Commercial

LVN/RN
2 PM-10 PM 

LVN/RN
10 PM-6 AM

LVN/RN - PRN
Unlicensed CNA - 
Double Weekend/

PRN
CNA -  Double 
Weekend/PRN

Activity Assistant - 
Part Time

1900 E California St.
Gainesville TX 76240

469-240-1065

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Catfi sh Louie’s is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            12/02

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, a public hearing regarding the possible es-
tablishment of a PACE Program will be held on Mon-
day, the 28th day of December, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor of the Cooke 
County Courthouse, 101 South Dixon Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas.
                                                                                                                                                        12/16

Nothing is better 
than kitten cuddles 
in the middle of 
winter. And we 
have several kit-
tens right now who 
are looking for 
that special cuddle 
buddy. Oliver and 
Fire are represent-
ing the kittens we 
have here at Noah’s 
Ark, because we 
have plenty that are 

needing a home for the holidays. And great news is 
all the kittens we have available right now are already 
spayed and neutered, that means they could go home 
the same day they are adopted! We have some really 
sweet babies right now looking for a loving family. 
Some are slightly older like Oliver and Fire while oth-
ers are a little bit younger, right around 2 months old. 
Fire is a total sweetheart that would love to be cuddled 
and have someone who will play with him. Oliver can 
be a bit shy at fi rst but would do just fi ne once he fi nds 
the right person. They both, as you can tell, enjoy snug-
gling with the other kittens in their cage, so why not 
adopt a couple of them! Now that we got you hooked 
on these adorable babies give us a call at (940)665-9800 
to make an appointment to see them today! Noah’s Ark 
is open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed Thursday and 
Sunday.

Animal Adoption

Estate Sale
NEAR CALLISBURG
300 CR 134 76240

Friday, Dec. 18
from 9-5

Saturday, Dec. 19 
from 9-4 

For Pictures and
Information see

durhamestatesales.net

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs all found animal 
classifi ed word ads for 
FREE in an attempt to 
help the owner in locating 
their lost family pet. Just 
give us a call to fi nd out 
more, 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320 or vis-
it our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Garage
SalesFor Sale

Equipment for Sale - New 
Holland and Chase New 
Farm and Construction 
Equipment. And Used 
Equipment. Financing 
available. Milford Forten-
berry 940-736-9999.
                                                                   12/16

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                                                                                            12/02

Personals

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves • Freezers

Refrigerators • Furniture • New Mattresses
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Open Thur. Fri. & Sat.
 10am-2:30pm

1401 Southland Dr., Gainesville
For more info, contact Terry 940-634-3996

CISD ACCEPTING BIDS

Callisburg ISD is requesting bids for Internal Connec-
tions and Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections. 
Additional information is available at www.crwcon-
sulting.com/ifcb. Bids will be opened 1/19/2021 at 
10:00 a.m. at Callisburg HS\MS 308 Dozier St., Cal-
lisburg TX, 76240.
                                                                                                                                                        12/23

Looking 
For

For Sale - Registered An-
gus Bulls for Sale. Low 
birthweight, heavy mus-
cled, long bodied, very 
gentle. 940-727-8564.
                                                                   12/16

NO. PR 17876
IN THE ESTATE OF EVELYN E. SMITH,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Evelyn E. Smith, De-
ceased, were issued on December 8, 2020, in Cause 
No. PR17876, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Steven D. Smith. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 c/o: Steven D. Smith
 Robertson & Moss Attorneys, LLP
 Jim A. Robertson
 SBN: 17063500
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698
 jim.robertson@robertsonmoss.com

DATED the 8th day of December, 2020.
                                                                                                                                                        12/16

COOKE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

REGARDING TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST

 Notice is given that on Monday, January 25th, 2021 
at 10:00 a.m., the Commissioners Court of Cooke 
County, Texas (“County”) at its regular meeting shall 
hold a public hearing in the Commissioners Court-
room, First Floor, County Courthouse, 101 S. Dixon, 
Gainesville, Texas 76240 to consider a request by IFS 
Coating, Inc, for a tax abatement pursuant to Chapter 
312 of the Texas Tax Code and other applicable legal 
authority. 
 • Property: Owner: IFS Coating, Inc.
 • Applicant: IFS Coating, Inc.
 • Reinvestment Zone: Reinvestment Zone 21 in City 
of Gainesville, Texas
 • Description of Improvements:  New facility and 
remodel of existing facility
 • Estimated Cost of Investment: $6,500,000, plus 20 
new full-time jobs
 • Request: 70% abatement over 10 years

 Following the public hearing, the County Commis-
sioners Court may consider at the public meeting the 
approval all or partial abatement on the above men-
tioned investment. 
                                                                                                                                                        12/16

Drivers, CDL-B Cement 
Mixer Drivers - Gunter, 
TX $20-$23/hr, Depend-
ing on Experience CDL-B 
Req. w/Air Brakes. 855-
996-3250 or 866-658-
7850.
                                                                                                                                            12/16

Looking for 
pasture to 

lease for cows 
940-736-7379. 
If no answer 

leave a text or 
voicemail.

Split Oak Firewood for 
Sale. $130/rick pick up. 
Delivery Available. 940-
668-8840.
                                                                   12/16

Manager and maintenance 
position open. Small 
property Valley View 
Texas. 940-736-8544.
                                                                                                                                            12/16
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Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Sales.Team@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Ms. Kitty’s
will be open Saturdays 

10 AM-5 PM
STOREWIDE 
CLEARANCE
Christmas Items 

Now In Stock
5480 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville 

580-768-4201

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320.

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

House
For Rent

Offi ce
For Rent

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                           02/26

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Gainesville offi ce 
for lease. 775 sqft. 
Just remodeled. 
(Reception area, 
large private of-
fi ce/kitchenette) 

$695/mo. $600 dep. 
Water, sewer, and 

trash included.
940-736-1966.

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Find it HERE
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Portable and Shop Welding and Fence Repair. 940-
902-1480.
                                                                                                                                                       12/02

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”
940-665-2320

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

1111 Aspen 
Shadowood
Townhomes

Shady Glen Apts.
Lynwood Apts.

Dixon Apts.
Aspen Apts.

- Sanger

Estate
For Sale

Life Estate for Sale – 530 
Acres in Southern Okla-
homa $269,000. Use only 
not purchase. Call 940-
727-8847 or email lifes-
tate@yahoo.com.
                                                                                                                                           12/16
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216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.232010

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru December 31, 2020.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.49
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.79.

Dry Cleaning $3.29
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.79
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $26.99
Down Comforters $35.95.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

BEING 
OVER 50 HAS 

ADVANTAGES
Are  you over 50? Save money with our 50-Plus accounts. We’ve reduced 
the rates you’re charged and added some great opportunities just for over-
50s lifestyles. Talk to us here about getting your share of life after 50.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

(Continued from Page 1)

 Board president Joe 
Knight presented his chief 
appraiser evaluation. Other 
board members also evalu-
ated Smithson.
 “It’s basically the same 
as it was last year,” Knight 
said. “…As I’ve been 
around [Smithson], I 
know he’s active in a lot 
of committees in Austin. 
He’s very well-respected… 
and I think he does a hell 

of a job here. Th ere are 
critics but I told the crit-
ics, I said, ‘You wanna get 
a handful of we’re in trou-
ble? Go ahead and try and 
change something here.’ 
I said, ‘We are very, very 
well off .”
 Knight provided ratings 
from 0-4 for Smithson’s 
job performance. In most 
categories, Smithson re-
ceived a rating of 4 which 
indicates “outstanding.”
 In his chief appraiser 

report, Smithson said tax 
bills were mailed in mid-
October.
 Among the highlights, 
he noted taxing entities ap-
proved the CCAD budget 
and the number of lawsuits 
and arbitrations have in-
creased this year.
 Smithson also said the 
district had four individu-
als who tested positive for 
the coronavirus in Octo-
ber. Th e offi  ce staff  was re-
duced to a minimal num-

ber with some working 
from home. Th e offi  ce was 
closed the fi rst week of No-
vember for deep cleaning. 
Inhouse cleaning and the 
use of masks is mandatory, 
he added.
 He said appraiser Gerald 
Holland retired, Krystal 
Huchton was promoted 
from collections to ap-
praiser and new hires in-
clude Amy Trammell – col-
lection clerk and Aleisha 
Looper – data entry.

CCAD Approves Bank Depository 

Bid; Evaluates Chief Appraiser

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Eric Flynn reported theft 
of property in the 800 
block of East Highway 82.
 Alexandra Stokes and 
Hattie Meyer reported 
theft of property less than 

$100 in the 1700 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Edwin Wilkins report-
ed theft of cash less than 
$2,500.
 Donald Gilbreath re-
ported theft of a motor 
vehicle in he 1000 block of 
Montrose Avenue.
 Eliza Love reported theft 

of a wallet in the 2000 
block of North I-35.

Arrest Log
 Nathaniel D. Johnson, 
22, misdemeanor warrant 
arrest.
 Yovanny Evaristo, 27, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

Gainesville Receives Building 

Permits for November
GAINESVILLE – Th e fol-
lowing permits were re-
quested from the city of 
Gainesville during Novem-
ber.
 Accessory building resi-
dential permit was requested 
at 512 North Culberson.
 Accessory building resi-
dential permit was requested 
at 905 Dover Circle.
 Accessory building resi-
dential permit was requested 
at 315 Glenwood Street.
 Billboard permit was re-
quested at 4549 North I-35.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
was requested at 108 North 
Commerce Street.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
was requested at 2000 West 
Highway 82.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
was requested at 700 East 
Scott Street.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
was requested at 1218 East 
California Street.
 Communications tower 
antenna permit was request-
ed at 701 McCrary Street.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
1913 Refi nery Road.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
1301 Corporate Drive.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
801 East California Street.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
1338 Greenfi eld.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
905 Dover Circle.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
922 South Dixon Street.
 Construction commercial 
new permit was requested at 
711 Fletcher Street.
 Electrical permit com-
mercial was requested at 
3124 West Highway 82.
 Electrical permit com-
mercial was requested at 
2240 Weber Drive.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1916 
College Avenue.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 2011 
Woodlawn Court.
 Electrical permit residen-

tial was requested at South 
Howeth Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1608 
South Lindsay Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 331 
North Howeth Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 318 
South Grand Avenue.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1206 
North Morris Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1718 
Heather Road.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 214 
South Morris Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 2013 
Redbud Road.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 2027 Ash-
land.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 1425 East 
California Street.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 515 Fletch-
er Street.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 705 South 
Denton Street.
 Fire alarm system permit 
was requested at 1304 Cor-
porate Drive. 
 Irrigation/sprinkler per-
mit was requested at 3590 
North I-35.
 Mechanical permit resi-
dential was requested at 417 
South Dixon Street.
 Plumbing permit com-
mercial permit was request-
ed at 108 North Commerce 
Street.
 Plumbing permit residen-
tial was requested at 311 
Glenwood Street.
 Plumbing permit residen-
tial was requested at 420 
South Commerce Street.
 Plumbing permit residen-
tial was requested at 912 
Buck Street.
 Plumbing permit residen-
tial was requested at 117 
East Scott Street.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 1700 
Independence Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 2312 

Alabama Drive.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 1938 
North I-35.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 326 North 
Morris Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 810 Law-
rence Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 2008 
O’Neal Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1303 Hill-
side Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 2323 Jodi 
Lane.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1718 
Heather Road.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1337 Lind-
say Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1914 Floral 
Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 727 Mill 
Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1 Washing-
ton.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1415 
Belcher Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 911 South 
Morris Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 808 Line 
Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 511 South 
Weaver Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1905 
Arkansas Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1017 Moss 
Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1019 Moss 
Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 904 Dover 
Circle.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 1502 West 
California Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 3408 
Columbus Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-

tial was requested at 1909 
Beecher Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1330 
North Radio Hill Road.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1522 
North Commerce Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 835 North 
Clements Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 733 North 
Clements Street.
 Roofi ng permit residential 
was requested at 714 North 
Commerce Street.
 Sign permit was requested 
at 4201 North I-35.
 Sign permit was requested 
at 1320 North Grand Av-
enue.
 Sign permit was requested 
at 104 County Road 451.
 Sign permit was requested 
at 1040 East Highway 82.
 Validate plumbing permit 
was requested at 1913 Re-
fi nery Road.
 Validate plumbing per-
mit was requested 501 West 
California Street.


